
Castleblayney Faughs Youth Committee 

Report for 2020 AGM.  
As we are all only too aware 2020 has been a very strange and difficult year for everyone in the GAA 

but we the Castleblayney Faughs have ended the year in a positive position. 2020 was a historic year 

for the Club at Youth level with all our Teams playing in Division 1 at both boys and girls football for 

the first time in the Clubs history a highlight was on a very exciting Sunday 13th of September 2020 

we won the Minor Division 1 winners in both Boys and Girls for the first time. The Club  also qualified 

for the Division 1 Final in both the Girls Under 16 Division 1 and the Boys Under 15 Division 1 but 

with Covid 19 lock down restrictions  re imposed at the start of October  it meant neither final could 

be played .The relevant County Boards have appointed both teams winners alongside their 

opponents Aghabog in the Girls and Scotstown in the Boys .Our Under 14 Girls qualified top of the 

Division 1league but were beaten by Magheraclone in their semi Final while the Under 13 Boys had 

three teams , all of these teams qualified for the Cup semi-finals . The continued club coaching 

direction of getting players game time, again paid off in 2020 with the Club fielding a second team in 

the Boys under 15’s as well as three teams at Under 13 level for the second year in a row .Football 

from Under 12’s down to the nursery Group is very strong with good numbers, with players being 

developed by a very strong set of coaches at all levels. 

Key recommendations agreed at 2019 AGM – Update 

• Set up two Coaching Committees for 2020 aligned to Phase 1 & 2 and Phase 3 & 4 of the 

Pathway. Update at 2020 AGM this was completed with two coaching groups set up , Group 

1 from Nursery to Girls Under 12’s, Group 2 from Under 13 Boys to Under 18 Girls. 

• Two representatives from each Coaching team to sit on Committee. Update at 2020 AGM – 

This was completed. 

• Coach can only be with one team, not multiple teams. Update at 2020 AGM- With the 

exception of two coaches this happened in 2020 

• Appoint a rotating Chair/Lead and a Secretary to both groups. Their role is to facilitate and 

get agreed direction and take notes/minutes/action plans. Minutes to be circulated with 48 

Hours. Update at 2020 AGM – The nursery to Under 12 Girls meeting was held  on a monthly 

basis with a rotating chairperson , a considerable amount of meetings happening on 

Microsoft teams , the Under 13- Minor Girls didn’t happen as frequently and is an area for 

improvement in 2021 

• The meetings should be Coach Lead. Discussions are to be focussed on Coaching, Player 

Development, Pathway Development and Coaching Plans & Initiatives. Other areas such as 

Finance/Facilities/Equipment should be sorted out by a Juvenile Committee. Update at 2020 

AGM- Coaching meetings generally were about coaching , its hard sometime not to drift into 

logistics but the vast majority of the meeting content was about player development. 

• Plan to meet once a month on a fixed day (last Wednesday of the month). Update at 2020 

AGM – As previously outlined , Group 1 was meeting regularly group 2 less frequently   

• The Juvenile Chairperson to report back to Senior Executive monthly on all Committees. 

Update at 2020 AGM – This was completed  

• A lot of the work for the 2020 season should be front loaded and a couple of extra meetings 

in December and January will get a lot covered. Update at 2020 AGM – A lot of work was 

completed in Q1 with high attendance at coaching course and season planning completed , 

this will be key again in 2021. 



Key recommendations for Youth Football in 2021. 

• Set up a Child Protection Sub Committee which reports into a designated Child Protection 

Officer – Children are at the centre of everything we do , we need to insure that we as a Club 

implement all the Child Protection Protocols for the safety of the Children, Parents , Coaches 

and Club Members , strong adherence to Child Protection Policies will enhance the 

environment and the children will thrive in. 

• Continuation of the Athletic Development programme, the winter season of 2019/2020 saw 

the Clubs Youth and Senior Players undertake an Athletic Development programme under 

the watchful eye of Deaglan Crowe and a number of Club Athletic Development Coaches led 

by Chairperson Tom Miller. Unfortunately due to Covid 19 restrictions this is currently 

suspended but the Club should stick with this programme for the long term. 

• Juvenile Coaching Committee- This was a new initiative for 2020 where coaches came to 

meetings to discuss how to improve coaching standards etc., while it did prove difficult to 

implement in full the general consensus among the coaching group is that the structure 

should remain for 2021. 

• Appointment of a Full Time Coach – This was an area which the Club had explored in late 

2019 and the subcommittee had received approval from the Senior Executive to proceed 

with an appointment at the February meeting, but unfortunately the Covid 19 crisis brought 

the process to an end , this is something which should be rexamined in 2021. 

• Coaching the Coaches – The Coaching Committee had intended to run the following 

Coaching Workshops in 2020 but again Covid 19prevented this from happening , again this 

initiative should be run in 2021. Forward Play x 2 Sessions, Defending Play x 2 Goalkeeping 

with individual goalkeepers. 

On a final note, some of you may be aware that I am standing down as Juvenile Chairperson, I have 

been doing this role for twelve years and have loved every minute of it but my work commitments 

have increased as a result of the negative impact Covid 19 is having on the drinks industry, I also feel 

that the club would benefit from new ideas and fresh energy. I would like to thank each of the 

Chairperson I have worked with namely Michael Conlon, Stephen Dignam and Mac Malone, I would 

also like to thank all the executive members that have supported me over the years we may not 

have always agreed on things but we have always had the best interest of the Club at heart during 

debates. The Juvenile Club has come a long way since Keith Hanratty, Mark O Connor, Ray Mc Ardle, 

Tom Miller and Darren Mc Quillan sat down to form the Juvenile Committee, .The Club are blessed 

with some great coaches within the Youth section of the Club , these people give up at least 10 

hours a week of their time to look after the players of the future , we should never take this for 

granted , our Senior Teams are the most important teams in the club followed by our Under 6’s , 

recruitment of players and coaches who are aligned to the Club Player /Coach development path are 

the key to long term success, I would like to thank anybody who has helped in any way to coach 

while I have been fortunate enough to be Juvenile Chairperson. The Juvenile Committee has 

developed structures which if maintained will allow a steady stream of players for both our men’s 

and ladies teams of the future which will hopefully see the Club regain the Men’s Senior 

Championship in the next number of years while also winning the Clubs first Senior Ladies County 

Title. I would like to personally thank Tom Miller and Melissa Conlon for being so supportive, 

positive and patient with me for all those years .Finally a big thanks you must go out to Keith 

Hanratty who behind the scene has put his heart and soul into the development of the Faughs 

Juvenile Club, without his drive and commitment the Faughs Juvenile Club would not be as a healthy 

a position as we find ourselves in today.Thank You – Brian Sherry. 


